
ITEM 15(C) 

Report – Policy & Resources Committee 
 

Report of Urgent Action Taken: Statues Working Group 
– Authority to report to Court of Common Council 

To be presented on Thursday, 15th April 2021 

To the Right Honourable The Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Commons  
of the City of London in Common Council assembled. 

 
SUMMARY OF ACTION TAKEN 

 
1.  On 21 January 2021, the Policy & Resources Committee considered the 

recommendations of the Tackling Racism Taskforce, which had been set up in 
June 2020 and tasked to consider what the City of London Corporation currently 
did to tackle racism in all its forms and to assess whether any further action could 
be undertaken. One aspect of these proposals related to the statues of William 
Beckford and Sir John Cass within the Guildhall and proposed their removal. This 
included the establishment of an officer working group, which would be led by 
City Arts Initiative members, and which would report to Policy & Resources 
Committee and Culture, Heritage & Libraries Committee, to manage the 
transferal of these items. At this stage, all recommendations were approved. 

 
2. Subsequent to this, at its February meeting, the Policy & Resources Committee 

discussed the matter and felt that the Working Group would be better as a 
Member/Officer working group, reporting directly to the Court, and with its 
membership drawn from wider Court. The Court of Common Council considered 
and made appointments at its March meeting and, following expressions of 
interest from the full Court, the Policy & Resources Committee did the same on 
11 March. 

 
3. The full composition and Terms of Reference of the Working Group are as 

follows: 
 

Terms of reference 
a) To consider and fully evaluate a wide range of options for addressing 

concerns relating to the Guildhall statues of William Beckford and Sir John 
Cass; 

b) To provide by the end of September 2021 a full report to the Court, setting 
out the options considered, the evaluations of those options and 
recommendations to the Court.  

 
NB - until the Court has considered the report of the Statues Working Group and agreed how 
to proceed with these statues, no further action be taken or commitment made in relation to 
them. 

 



Composition 

• Five Members elected by the Policy & Resources Committee (one of whom 
shall be the Chair of the Culture, Heritage & Libraries Committee); 

o Munsur Ali 
o Mary Durcan 
o Sheriff Christopher Hayward 
o Deputy Wendy Hyde (Chair of Culture, Heritage and Libraries) 
o William Upton QC 

 

• Five Members elected by the Court of Common Council, as follows:- 
o Doug Barrow 
o Ann Holmes 
o Jeremy Simons  
o James Tumbridge 
o Mark Wheatley 

 

• Two Officers appointed by the Town Clerk, as follows:- 
o John Barradell 
o Anne Bamford 

 
4.  Following the Member appointments to the Working Group, the approval of the 

Court was required pursuant to Standing Order 9(2) to allow the new body to 
report directly to the Court (and not via the Policy & Resources Committee). 

 
5. Given the Court’s familiarity with the proposed reporting arrangements when 

making appointments at its March meeting, together with the keen interest 
amongst Members for the Group to be established swiftly and allow for 
prospective meetings to be arranged, it was considered that delaying a further 
month until the April Court meeting to ratify this procedural matter was neither 
pragmatic or in the interests of the efficient conduct of business. 

 
6.  The approval of the Court was, therefore, sought and obtained under urgency 

procedures to formalise the reporting arrangements of the Working Group, 
pursuant to SO9(2), to allow it to report directly to the Court of Common Council 
as envisaged and agreed by Policy & Resources and communicated to the wider 
Court ahead of the March elections. 

  
RECOMMENDATION 
 
7. We recommend that the actions taken under urgency procedures be noted. 
 
All of which we submit to the judgement of this Honourable Court. 
 
DATED this 17th day of March 2021. 
 
SIGNED on behalf of the Committee. 

 
Deputy Catherine McGuinness 

Chair, Policy & Resources Committee 

 


